


1944-1946  Monuments, Fine Arts and Archives Officer; Director and Officer-in- 
Charge, Central Collecting Point, Wiesbaden, Germany 

June 15, 1947  Married Renate W. Hobirk; divorced, 1966 

1949-1967  Lecturer, University of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio 

1973  Awarded, Doctor of Humane Letters, Miami University 

1995   Participant, Conference “The Spoils of War, World War II & Its 
Aftermath: The Loss, Reappearance & Recovery of Cultural Property,” 
BARD Center for Graduate Studies in Decorative Arts, New York 

1996  Awarded Das Grosse Verdienstkreuz (German Special Service Cross) 

Published "The Wiesbaden Manifesto of 7 November 1945" in 
Jahrbuch Preussischer Kulturbesitz 

May 1997  Awarded Humanitarian Prize of the Year of the Grand Lodge of Ancient 
Free and Accepted Masons of Germany 

August 9, 1997  Died, Cincinnati, Ohio 

2000   The Safekeepers: A Memoir of the Arts at the End of World War II. 
Berlin and New York: Walter de Gruyter, 2000. His memoirs were 
published posthumously by his daughter, Margaret Farmer Planton. 

Scope and Content 

This collection documents the activities of Walter Ings Farmer as a Monuments, Fine Arts and 
Archives (MFAA) officer in Germany during and immediately after World War II. After leaving 
the military in 1946, Farmer returned to the United States and continued his career as an art 
historian and interior designer. 

The papers in this collection consist of official documents and personal materials relating to 
Farmer’s work as a MFAA officer. Wartime materials include subject files, monthly reports 
and inventory lists, correspondence spanning the immediate postwar years though most of 
Farmer’s life, museum entry passes, wartime art exhibition catalogues, newspaper clippings and 
publications, including six issues of the short-lived journal The Spoils of War. Of special interest 
are approximately 1,330 photographs, loose and in two photograph albums, documenting works 
of art held and redistributed from the Central Collecting Point in Wiesbaden, Germany. In his 
later years, Farmer became interested in the study of confiscated art and its ramifications in the 
museum and art world. Included are materials he compiled while conducting research for his 
posthumously published book, The Safekeepers: A Memoir of the Arts at the End of World War 
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II. His subject files, audio recordings, and videotapes relating to art restitution are also included.

Arrangement 

Materials are arranged in the following series: 

Series C1  War-Time Subject Files, 1945-1949 
Series C2  Correspondence with Individuals, 1946-1996 
Series C3  Art Exhibition Catalogues, 1935-1951 
Series C4  Other Publications, 1932-2000 
Series C5  Research Subject Files, 1945-1998 
Series C6  Photographs, 1946-1996 
Series C8  Audio Interviews, 1993-1994 
Series C9  Videotapes Relating to Art Restitution, circa 1991-1996 
Series C10  Maps of Europe, 1938-1944 

Administrative Information 

Conditions Governing Access 

Preferred Citation  

Rights Status  

Rights Holder 

Language 

Acquisition Information

Processing Information 

Related Archival Materials 

This collection is open for research by appointment under 
the conditions of the National Gallery of Art Gallery 
Archives Access Policy. For all inquiries or to schedule an 
appointment, please contact the Gallery Archives at info-
archives@nga.gov. 

National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC, Gallery 
Archives. 28MFAA-C, Walter I. Farmer Papers.  

In copyright 

National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC 

English; German 

Gift of Margaret Farmer Planton, 2001 

Arranged and described by Gallery Archives staff, 2007. 

Resources Relating to World War II describes other WWII-
related archival materials available at the National Gallery 
of Art. 

The National Archives and Records Administration of the 
United States (NARA) holds official government records 
relating to the work of the Monuments, Fine Arts and 
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Archives officers and the American Commission for the 
Protection and Salvage of Artistic and Historic Monuments 
in War Areas (Roberts Commission).  

Monuments Men Foundation Archives available at the 
National WWII Museum.  

Series Descriptions 

Note: any gaps in numbering are intentional. 

C1  War-Time Subject Files, 1945-1949 [box 1] 
Arranged alphabetically by subject. These subject files concern Farmer's activities as an MFAA 
officer during World War II, including those at the Wiesbaden Central Collecting Point. Included 
are materials Farmer accumulated during the immediate postwar period relating to the 
controversy associated with sending 202 paintings from Berlin Museums to the National Gallery 
of Art for safekeeping in 1945. This series also contains materials relating to exhibitions of art 
held in Germany, including some at collecting points in the immediate postwar years, press 
coverage, notes and correspondence. Official monthly reports from 1945 to 1947 provide 
information on activities at the Wiesbaden Central Collecting Point. Inventory lists of works of 
art, as well as Farmer's letters to his first wife, Josselyn, written during his time at Wiesbaden, 
are also of note. 

C2  Correspondence with Individuals, 1946-1996 [boxes 2-3] 
Arranged alphabetically by correspondent’s last name. This series consists of Farmer's 
correspondence with various individuals concerning the work of MFAA officers, art looting and 
related issues. The correspondence began during the immediate post-war years and extended 
through the rest of his life. 

C3  Art Exhibition Catalogues, 1935-1951 [box 4] 
Arranged alphabetically by title. This series contains catalogues of war-time art exhibitions in 
Germany and the United States. 

C4  Other Publications, 1932-2000 [boxes 4-7] 
Arranged alphabetically by title. Included are military and German museum publications, 
exhibition catalogues, articles and newspaper clippings associated with Farmer's military service 
in Germany. These files include printed materials assembled by Farmer as he conducted research 
for his book The Safekeepers: A Memoir of the Arts at the End of World War II. Of interest are 
the five issues of the short-lived journal The Spoils of War. 

C5  Research Subject Files, 1945-1998 [boxes 7-9] 
Arranged alphabetically by subject. This series consists of files assembled by Farmer on various 
subjects relating to Nazi art-looting and related controversies. The series also contains 
information about Farmer's military service and personal activities, including his awards and 
medals. 
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Walter I. Farmer Papers28MFAA-C

Friemuth, Cay, 1988-1989, undated2-5

German Museum Staff, 19472-6

Goldman, Klaus, 1987-19942-7

Goldman, Klaus, 1995, undated2-8

Hancock, Walter, 1946, 1990-1996, undated2-9

Hathaway, Calvin S., 19492-10

Heinrich, Thomas Allen, 1990-1993, undated2-11

Herbst, Arnulf, 1985-1994, undated2-12

Holzinger, Ernst, 1946, 19862-13

Honan, William H., 19902-14

Howe, Thomas Carr, 1946, 1949, 1958, 19902-15

Keller, Joseph, 19472-16

Kuhn, Charles S., 1946, 19772-17

Kuhnel-Kunze, Irene, 1946, 1984-19882-18

Kurtz, Michael J., 19882-19

La Farge, L. Bancel, circa 1945, 1948, 19892-20

Leistra, Josefine, 19962-21

Letters from Regiment, 1944-1946, undated2-22
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Walter I. Farmer Papers28MFAA-C

Lindsay, Kenneth C., 1945-1996
Digitized version(s) available for select materials.

2-23

Meyer, Ruth Krueger, 1993-19942-24

Moore, Lamont, 19462-25

Myers, Denys Peter, 1991, 19942-26

3Box

Nicholas, Lynn H., 1986-1994, undated3-1

Parkhurst, Charles, 1952, 1984, undated3-2

Pomeranze, Seymour J., 1946-1993, undated3-3

Poste, Leslie I., 1947-1994, undated3-4

Postwar Correspondence, 1946, 1949, undated3-5

Rorimer, James S., 1945-19953-6

Seeler, Otto F., 1986-1993, undated3-7

Skilton, John D., 1948-1950, 1976-1996, undated3-8

Smidt, W., 19453-9

Smyth, Craig Hugh, 1945, 1995, undated3-10

Standen, Edith A., 1956-19963-11

Watson, Peter, 1989-1994, undated3-12
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Walter I. Farmer Papers28MFAA-C

State Department, 1943, 1949, 1996, undated9-5

Valland, Rose, 1981, undated9-6

"Will Anything Survive?" by Walter I. Farmer.  1985 (typescript)9-7

Series C6 Photographs, 1946-1996

10Box

Farmer, Walter at Wiesbaden Collecting Point
In room containing Berlin National Museum treasures, circa 1946. 1 image. Digitized version(s) available.

10-1

Farmer, Walter receiving Das Grosse Verdienstkreuz award, February 9, 1996
2 images. Digitized version(s) available.

10-2

Photo album 1, cover
1 image.

10-3

Photo album 1, pages 1 - 10
34 images. Digitized version(s) available.

10-4

Photo album 1, pages 11 - 20
37 images.

10-5

Photo album 1, pages 21 - 30
30 images. Digitized version(s) available.

10-6

Photo album 1, pages 31 - 40
30 images.

10-7

Photo album 1, pages 41 - 56
54 images.

10-8

Photo album 1 (reference copy)10-9
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Walter I. Farmer Papers28MFAA-C

11Box

Photo album 2, pages 1 - 10
27 images.

11-1

Photo album 2, pages 11 - 20
33 images.

11-2

Photo album 2, pages 21 - 30
29 images.

11-3

Photo album 2, pages 31 - 40
30 images.

11-4

Photo album 2, pages 41 - 54
42 images.

11-5

Photo album 2 (reference copy)11-6

Wiesbaden Collecting Point - exhibition installation, undated
11 images. Digitized version(s) available.

11-7

Wiesbaden Collecting Point - exhibition of German-owned old masters and other works of art
9 images. Publicity photographs with German captions glued on back, February 1946. Digitized version(s) available.

11-8

Wiesbaden Collecting Point - storage crates
2 images. Publicity photographs with German captions glued on back, February 1946. Digitized version(s) available.

11-9

Wiesbaden Collecting Point - storage rooms, circa 1946
4 images. Digitized version(s) available.

11-10

Wiesbaden Collecting Point - Wiesbaden Museum (postcard), circa 1946
1 image, 2 copies. Digitized version(s) available.

11-11

Works of Art - carpets Islamic Dept. Staate Museen Berlin
17 images.

11-12
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Walter I. Farmer Papers28MFAA-C

Works of Art - church - 190 000s and 192 000s
35 images.

11-13

12Box

Works of Art - church - Wie 416-Wie 1370
73 images.

12-1

Works of Art - Guelph Treasure (folder 1 of 3)
35 images.

12-2

Works of Art - Guelph Treasure (folder 2 of 3)
71 images.

12-3

Works of Art - Guelph Treasure (folder 3 of 3)
37 images.

12-4

Works of Art - Hungarian crown jewels
55 images.

12-5

13Box

Works of Art - Italian sculpture
50 images.

13-1

Works of Art - limoges
25 images.

13-2

Works of Art - Lippi
3 images.

13-3

Works of Art - Nefertiti
30 images.

13-4

Works of Art - Giovanni di Paolo
2 images.

13-5
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Walter I. Farmer Papers28MFAA-C

Works of Art - Polish church treasures - chalices
11 images.

13-6

Works of Art - Polish church treasures - monstrances
18 images.

13-7

Works of Art - Polish church treasures - paten
56 images.

13-8

Works of Art - Polish church treasures - pewter and silver
25 images.

13-9

14Box

Works of Art - Polish church treasures - reliquaries
38 images.

14-1

Works of Art - Prussian crown insignia
27 images.

14-2

Works of Art - Rembrandt
25 images.

14-3

Works of Art - Rubens
4 images.

14-4

Works of Art - tapestries
47 images.

14-5

Works of Art - Terborch
2 images.

14-6

Works of Art - Worms - donation Heylshof
10 images.

14-7

Works of Art - numbered photographs - 84 000 series (renaissance paintings)
17 images.

14-8
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Walter I. Farmer Papers28MFAA-C

15Box

Works of Art - numbered photographs - 131 490 (altar)
1 image.

15-1

Works of Art - numbered photographs - 154 200-154 300 series (twentieth century paintings and
sculpture)
9 images.

15-2

Works of Art - numbered photographs - 190 000 and 190 900 series (Bosch painting and decorative
lock)
2 images.

15-3

Works of Art - numbered photographs - 192 000 series (church objects)
24 images.

15-4

Works of Art - numbered photographs - Wie 2-Wie 69
19 images.

15-5

Works of Art - numbered photographs - Wie 78-Wie 346
28 images.

15-6

Works of Art - numbered photographs - Wie 368-Wie 414
20 images.

15-7

Works of Art - numbered photographs - Wie 417-Wie 637
30 images.

15-8

16Box

Works of Art - numbered photographs - Wie 638-Wie 903
37 images.

16-1

Works of Art - numbered photographs - Wie 905-Wie 1538
31 images.

16-2

Works of Art - numbered photographs - Various
33 images.

16-3
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Walter I. Farmer Papers28MFAA-C

Series C10 Maps of Europe, 1938-1944

Central Europe sheet S2: Koblenz. AMS 1, first edition. Washington, DC: Army Map Service, 1944
Oversize, stored separately.

Europe road map series: France. AMS 1, first edition. Washington, DC: Army Map Service, 1944
Oversize, stored separately.

France: Paris. AMS 1, first edition. The War Office, 1944
Oversize, stored separately.

France: Town plan of Le Havre. Second edition. Washington, DC: Army Map Service, 1943
Oversize, stored separately.

Germany and its approaches with international boundaries as of September 1, 1939. Washington, DC:
National Geographic Society, 1944
Oversize, stored separately.

Germany sheet T3: Frankfurt. AMS 2, first edition. Washington, DC: Army Map Service, 1943
Oversize, stored separately.

Paris sheet NE. The War Office, reprinted by the 654th Engineers of the United States Army, 1944
Oversize, stored separately.

Paris sheet SE. The War Office, reprinted by the 654th Engineers of the United States Army, 1944
Oversize, stored separately.

Paris sheet SW. The War Office, reprinted by the 654th Engineers of the United States Army, 1944
Oversize, stored separately.

Northwest France, 1944
Oversize, stored separately.
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